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DESCRIPTION

Evaluation of theories and practices related to a specific current topic in
corporate  finance, considering students research interests.
(REQUIREMENTS: FINA 7102 and FINA 7200)

OBJECTIVES

At the end of the Seminar in Corporate Finance and with respect to the
selected research topic selected students, students should be able to:

1. Review the modern theory of finance.

2. Compare and link the finance theory to the finance practices.

3. Apply the modern concepts, methods and methodologies of finance
research to the industry.

4. Construct research approach.

. CONTENT

The general description of the course content with respect to the selected
research topic includes:

The theoretical background of the selected topic.
a. Current theories.

b. Actual practices.
c. Gaps in finance theories



II. The link between the finance theories to actual practices.

a. The relation between development of finance theories and actual
practices with respect to the selected topic.

b. Applications to industries.

c. Implications to companies practices, locally and globally.

Ill. Research process approach.

a. Source of data.
b. Applicable research methods.
c. Implications to realizing research on the selected topic.

V. ACTIVITIES
A. Students should read the material before the discussion in class.

B. Groups of 2 or 3 students will be formulated to present and discuss some
topics in class.

C. Students are required to search for some topics, literature, and data in the
internet to select their research question that is part of the evaluation.
Updating the course content to actual financial situations and students needs

VI. EVALUATION

1) A free-choice topic (selected by the student and subject to the professor
approval, 60%).
2) Presentation and participation in class (40%).

These topics should be analyzed in a critical manner with appropriate references.
Also, should satisfy the course objectives. The minimum acceptable work is
3,000 words and the maximum not to exceed 5,000 words.

VII. SPECIAL NOTES

Auxiliary Services or Special Needs Services

Students that require special auxiliary services or special assistance must
visit the office of Mr. José Rodriguez, at the University Orientation
Program located at the first floor of Harris Building, at the beginning of the
course or as soon as the knowledge for the need of such services is
acquired.



Honesty, Fraud, and plagiarism Student General Regulation, Chapter 5

The lack of honesty, fraud, plagiarism and any other inappropriate
behavior in relation to the academic work constitute major infringement
sanctioned under the Student General Regulation. Major infractions, as
provided by the regulation under student infringements can have as a
result the suspension of the University for a defined period of time greater
than a year or permanent expulsion from the University, among other
sanctions.

Use of Electronic Devices

Cellular (mobile) telephones and any other electronic device that could interrupt
the teaching-learning process or disrupt a milieu favorable for academic
excellence will be deactivated. Critical situations will be dealt with in an
appropriate manner. The use of electronic devices that permit the accessing,
storing or sending of data during tests or examinations is prohibited.

VIIl. Educational Resources
Books and references:
Vary depending on the research topic selected.
Resources:
Vary depending on the students’ research interest.
EXAMPLE OF TOPICS

Because of the dynamic of the course and the variety of research topic
that can be selected by students, it is difficult to establish specific content.
The followings are suggested topics:

Behavioral finance/psychological biases
The implication of the Tax Cut of 2003
Mergers and acquisitions

Layoff

Signaling

Downsizing

Foreign direct investment

Dividend policy and investment decision
Earnings management

Acquisition strategies
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Electronic Resources:
Useful Pages of the University

http://www.inter.edu
http://metro.inter.edu/
http://web.inter.edu/

Information and Technology Center of the University
http://cai.inter.edu/

http://cai.inter.edu/main pages/econo fina negoci.htm
Emerald Base of Data

The Faculty of Economics and Business Administration Journal
http://ceajournal.metro.inter.edu/

External Base of Data

Yahoo financial

Security and Exchange Commission (SEC)
American Institute of Certified Public Accountant
World Bank



http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/zl/Current/zlr-4.pdf
http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idbpyr.html
www.wikipedia.org

http://www.aeaweb.org/RFE
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